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Why the worst infection rate?
Blackburn with Darwen has the highest COVID infection rate
Darwen Lib Dems are calling for an action plan to combat the
factors which led to the borough having one of the worst infection
rate in the whole country.
The medical staff in the NHS and our care workers have sacrificed
so much to help us get through, as have all the other key workers
including the staff and volunteers at Darwen Health Centre and
elsewhere helping with the vaccination program.
A recent study of some of the worst affected boroughs such as ours
concludes: poor track & trace performance; inability of residents to isolate for
financial reasons; high percentage of people in front-line jobs; overcrowding;
higher deprivation levels.
We are calling on the government together with our local authority to produce
an action plan to combat some of these factors so that we are less vulnerable
in future. Nationally the Lib Dems were successful in getting the government

to agree to hold a national enquiry.

The Lib Dems have deplored the
miserly 1% offer to increase nurse’s
pay, which means a cut in real
terms. After their work this last
year they deserve more.
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Only the Lib Dems can
beat Labour here
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Smack in the face says
Lib Dem Councillors.
Your local Lib Councillors
voted against the large
increase as people will
struggle to pay.

Labour controlled
Blackburn with Darwen
Council voted
to increase
your Council
Tax by 3.9%,
this follows on
from their
3.9% increase last year.

Council Tax
Up by 3.9%
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I will put up a poster at election time
I will help deliver leaflets in my area
I will donate to the Lib Dems
I want to join the Liberal Democrats
Add me to the Lib Dem mailing list

Action Plan needed for empty houses
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We want to hear from you...
But we want you to stay safe
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Leader of Darwen Town Council, John East is on the Darwen Town Deal Board and gives this
update.

Darwen could be in line for a £100 million boost to the local economy. The Darwen Deal Board is
submitting a bid for £25 million from the government as part of their Investment Plan. The plan also
hopes to lever in another £75 million from private investment. The plan has been submitted to the
government for approval.

£750,000 is already being used to develop community facilities at the Darwen Vale Skate Park, AFC
Darwen and on the Tower restoration.

The plan is looking to invest in the town's Victorian Market; develop new employment sites; complete
existing housing developments; invest in ultra-fast broadband; improve the parks and paths to the
moors; money for Darwen Library and Darwen Theatre.

Latest on the Darwen Town Deal

Your Lib Dem Councillors Paul Browne and Roy Davies are calling
on Blackburn with Darwen Council to develop an action plan to
improve our area.

Many of our streets are plagued by too many empty houses.In a recent
survey that was conducted by Cllr Roy Davies over 300 empty properties
were identified in the old Sudell Ward.

Roy wants to see schemes developed to bring these properties back into
use, to bring back a sense of pride in our neighbourhoods. Cllr Davies
has urged the Council in conjunction with local training providers to buy
up empty properties and use them to train apprentices. They could also
be used to train first time buyers who wanted to improve a run down
property.

Cllr Davies, said, “The area is one of the most deprived in the North West
but very little improvement money has gone into it. We have seen money
go into other areas of the town but our area is left out. It is time we saw action!”

Empty for
nearly 10 years

We have local elections on May 6. Town Council, Borough
Council and also Police and Crime Commissioner.
Normally in March, April and May we would be canvassing,
asking what your concerns are and giving you a chance to
meet your candidate. This year we may not be able to
canvass, because we want to minimise the risk of
spreading Covid. If you have any questions, issues etc.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us. You can write or email
using the details on this newsletter.


